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of Bhava, Tryambakas are from her (Mait. Sam. 1. 10. 20).
Sarva remains in the south (Sat. Br. 1. 7. 3. 8). Lastly, we
have the Rudra. They are from the southern direction (Ait.
Br. 8. 14). They are invoked by the summer (Tait. Br. 2. 6.
19. 1). They are inaugurated in thejnidday, while the Vasus
are celebrated in the morning and Adityas in the third part
of the day (Sat. Br. 14. 1. 1. 15; Taitt. Br. 1. 5. 11. 3). Their
number is fifteen (Taitt. Br. 2. 6. 19. 1) or eleven (Taitt. Br.
1. 5. 11. 3). The eleven Rudras are thus enumerated in Maha-
bharata (I. 66. 2-3): Mrgavyadha, Sarpa, Nirrti, Aja Ekapat,
Ahirbudhnya, Pinakin, Isvara.. Kapali, Sthanu, Bhaga, and
Rudra.

In the old astronomical works we find that most of deities
in question are the_ presiding gods of the various asterisms.
Rudra is the lord of Ardra (Yajusajyoti^a si. 10, 32 ; Arcajyotisa
si. 9, 25 ; Somasiddhanta 4, 6, 9). Mrgavyadha is the star
Sirius, Sarpa is the asterism Aslesha or its presiding deity (Y.
si. 10, 32; A. si. 9, 25; Pitamaha-siddhanta; Vrddhavasistha-
siddhanta 8, 20). Nirrti is the lord of Mula (Y. si. 33; A. si.
26), Aja Ekapat is the lord of Purvabhadrapada (Y. si. 10,
34 : A. si. 9, 27). Ahirbudhnya is the lord of Uttarabhadra-
pada (Y. si. 18, 34 ; A. si. 14, 27; etc.). Bhaga is the lord
of Purvaphalgum (Y. si. 18, 32 ; A. 14, 25 ; etc.).

In Nighantu (5. 4, 3), the term Rudra is made to signify
4 one who cries, makes a noise or gives rise to a downpour (of
rain) ; one who makes (the enemies) cry. A passage (quoted
from Haridrava, a recension of Maitrayani Samhita) means
that Rudra repented and shed tears after having pierced the
father Prajapati with an arrow. If the term is made to derive
from the root rud to be ruddy, it may mean the * red one *
(Pischel) (ef. the ancient Iranian word raoidita, reddish).

According to oriental scholars, Rudra is a storm-god or
tempest-god. His mischievous side is attributed to the
destructive agency of light. From his name he is connected
with thunder (one who makes noise). The suggestion (Mac-
donell's Vedic Mythology, p. *77) that 'his beneficent and
healing powers would be based partly on the fertilising and
purifying action of the thunderstorm and partly on the indirect
action of sparing those whom he might slay ' does not appeal
to me.

Some of the traits of Rudra, namely, his pouring down of
rain from the firmament with the help of the Maruts and his
connection with the thunder, no doubt connect him with storms
and rains which characterise the summer monsoon, generally
starting sometime after the summer solstice. The attribute
of Rudra as a physician with his healing herbs (used as drugs)
and the obeisance to him for the prevention or cure of diseases,
particularly of children and young men, bring him into close
connection with the autumn (after the rains have started and